








Dylan Connor
Infinity Days
Self Released
Indie Rock, Power
Pop, Singer/Songwriter

‘Infinity Days' is a modern
indie rock album that
reflects the isolation,
intimacy, and introspection
of the Covid era. Connor
played all of the
instruments except for the
drums and some of the
synths. The ten track
offering has full band
rockers, piano driven
stompers, and stripped
down ballads.

'Infinity Days' has a
soundscape reminiscent of
R.E.M, Neil Young, and the
Shins. ltis as direct as a
Tom Petty record and as
haunting as Jeff Buckley
record. You can also hear
hints of Ben Folds and
CSNY.

Dylan Connor all
instruments and vocals
except drums and some
keyboards by Coley
O’Toole.

1. Everything

2. Spring of 21

3. Pixie

4. Unsung Heroes

5. Group Self Portrait
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6. 21st Century Dingaling
7. Back to Life

8. Bitterness

9. Inside Job

10. Inner Space.

Plug In (2004)

Breakdowns and Hymns EP
(2006)

Breakaway Republic (2008)
Primitive Times (2011)
Blood Like Fire EP (2014)
Spirit Glue (2016)

Infinity Days (2021)

Hailing from Stratford,
Connecticut, USA, we find
Indie Rock, Power Pop
influenced, Singer/Songwriter
and he
has an excellent recent ten
track album out now called
'Infinity Days' which clocks in
at just over forty minutes long
and is the artist’s seventh
release.
Itis 6:50 pm and Dylan
Connor is sitting at his
kitchen table in Stratford, CT.
It has been a hot summer day
with family and extended
family swirling around the
house, speaking a mix of
English, Arabic, and German.
Connor's wife is Syrian and
her sister is visiting from
Germany with her husband
and four year old son. It's the
first time they've seen each
other since the pandemic hit.
Dylan has had a few coffees
throughout the day. For lunch
he had a righteous batch of
fish and chips at Captain's
Cove on Bridgeport harbor.
He just put down the guitar
after learning a couple of
Phoebe Bridgers songs for a
gig tomorrow night at Las
Vetas Lounge in Fairfield, CT
where he has a summer
residency. Dylan's songs
map the interior of the human
experience, and his lyrics are
informed by his exploration of
ancient history and a degree
in Classics and in English
Literature, but they are raw,
emotional, and immediate.
Another thing that makes this
artist different from other
indie rockers is that he is a
public high school Latin

teacher, and he is also
deeply involved as an
advocate for a free and
democratic Syria. "l am on
the National Board for the
Syrian American Council, and
| have run several missions to
the border of Syria to deliver
humanitarian aid," he
expresses.

Growing up, Dylan watched
"This is Elvis' on his VCR and
he was obsessed. "l watched
it everyday and tried to make
my hair look like his, very
unsuccessfully," he chuckles.
"The next year, | watched
"The Complete Beatles' and
shed some tears of
inspiration. It was a religious
experience." His mom
brought him to Child World
and bought him a plastic
Dukes of Hazzard guitar, and
he started writing songs
immediately. "I didn't know
how to play a lick, and the
guitar was not really playable,
but it was a start. As luck
would have it, my neighbours
were in the record business
and were all musicians. It
was a playground over there:
musical instruments,
recording equipment, and
legendary rock stars were all
accessible," he enthuses.

With them, the youngster
learned to play on real
instruments, record on four-
track, and got to meet Ozzy,
Peter Frampton, Ginger
Baker, Stevie Ray Vaughn,
etc. "By the time | was
thirteen, | had recorded a
professional demo, and by
the time | was sixteen | was
playing in bars and clubs.
That was the beginning," he
smiles.
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His biggest musical
inspirations are Bob Dylan,
Van Halen, Neil Young,
Guided By Voices, Prince,
Morrissey, The Spinners, The
Who, Nada Surf, The
Lemonheads, and the
Beatles. The inspiration for
'Infinity Days' came from
turning away from the noisy
scary world and going inward
to map how his own self
being exists in it all. "I have a
tattoo on my right forearm
that says Nosce Te Ipsum,
which is Latin for know
thyself. | believe that to know
myself is to know everyone -
what it is to be human. That
is the inspiration for this
album. For example. the song
'Everything' looks at the
paradoxical nature of human
institutions. In particular, it
was inspired by thinking back
to the massive protests
against the Iraq War in San
Francisco that | attended. In
what ways are protests
valuable, and in what way are
they futile? 'The Spring of
'21' is a post apocalyptic love
story. 'Group Self Portrait' is
an ode to our collective
resilience in the pandemic.
'Back to Life' was inspired by
a personal experience of
losing a student in a tragic
car accident," he explains.
When he is not writing or
performing Dylan is an avid
advocate for human rights,
and he is active with Amnesty
International, and he has
participated in several events
for them. "l am also the Chair
of Missions and am on the
Executive Committee of the
Syrian American Council - the
largest grassroots advocacy
group for a free and
democratic Syria. | have run
several missions to the
border of Syria since 2011 to
bring aid and solidarity to the
Syrians suffering in this crisis
that has claimed the lives of
up to half a million Syrians
and displaced half of Syria's
twenty million inhabitants. |
enjoy taekwondo, which |
have been practicing for six
years. By day, | am a Latin
teacher at the local public
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high school. | also love to
read about and investigate
both the UFO phenomenon
and the JFK assassination. |
am a big movie fan too.
Some of my favorite movies
are 'This is Spinal Tap' and
the Chistopher Guest
ensemble films like 'Waiting
for Guffman,’ '‘Best in Show,
and 'Mighty Wind.' | am also
a big fan of Robert Downey
Sr. films like 'Greaser's
Palace' and 'Putney Swope.'"
he tells me.

Due to the pandemic, he
played all of the instruments
on the record except for
drums. "The biggest
challenge, and yet the most
fun thing in regards to that
experience was writing and
executing the bass lines. |
have a whole new respect for
bass players after this
experience. The album is
darker in tone and more
streamlined than any of my
previous albums. It has a
more modern sound. The
more records | make, the
more | am learning to strip
away fat from the songs and
get to the point more
directly," he expresses.

First and foremost, 'Infinity
Days' is his first album to
have a debut single hit
commercial radio, which
happened with the single
'Everything' last summer.
"This is my first album to
garner multiple license and
sync contracts (PBS,
Discovery, MTV). This album
is also the first one not
produced by Bryce Goggin.
So, | jumped out of my
comfort zone in that sense.
Bryce has produced and
mixed legendary albums that
| worship such as 'Crooked
Rain Crooked Rain' by

Pavement and 'Let Go' by
Nada Surf," he points out.
'Infinity Days' was recorded in
Oxford CT at the studio of
Coley O'Toole. "Coley is the
keys and rhythm guitar player
in platinum selling pop rock
band We the Kings. He also
wrote the Boyz 2 Men single
'Diamond Eyes.' The
recording process took about
a year from the fall of 2020 to
the summer of 2021," he
adds/ The guys worked on
weekends, just the two of
them due to the pandemic.
"We were often in masks or
forced to cancel a session
due to a close contact. | loved
the vibe in the studio, and
looking out to the autumn and
winter New England
countryside during tracking."
His highlight of the album for
is the song 'Spring of '21'
because it has an
atmosphere to it and a story
that is always enjoyable for
him to sing. "It is the only
song on the album that feels
like a novela. Also, the song
has a Neil Young Crazy
Horse vibe to it that | love and
a guitar solo that | enjoyed
composing and playing.
There are some really nice
vocal harmonies in the song
and a very simple but
dramatic piano line," he
enthuses.

The live shows in 2022 have
been great, as Dylan is
playing all over the North
East of the United States to
energetic and appreciative
crowds. "l play solo while on
the road and with a band
when | am playing locally. |
did two great album release
shows that were packed
houses in New York City's
Rockwood Music Hall and at
Bridgeport CT's Bijou theater.
| am aiming to grow my fan
base in concentric circles - to
maintain my presence in NY,
MA, and CT and to expand to
markets in NJ and PA. It was
originally scheduled for 1/7,
but that just happened to be
the peak of this latest surge.
So, now we have to get a
new date and make sure that
the whole band can do it. |
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have a six piece band. It
looks like 2/25 will be the new
date."

For the future, he is excited to
see how the license and sync
contracts play out in the
coming months. "l will be
making a music video for the
single 'Group Self Portrait' to
follow the lyric video that | put
out a couple of months ago.

| want to produce an
animated video for the song
that shows the border lines of
the countries on earth being
erased from the map. Also, |
want to continue to write
songs for films, as | already
have two songs in films and
have forged good
relationships with their
directors.," concludes Dylan,
bringing an end to our
conversation.

'Infinity Days' is out on CD
and available on all streaming
platforms, and he also hopes
to put out a vinyl release of
the album as well in 2022.
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http://www.dylanconnor.com/
http://www.facebook.com/DylanConnorMusic
http://www.facebook.com/DylanConnorMusic
https://twitter.com/dylancon
https://instagram.com/dylanjconnor
https://instagram.com/dylanjconnor
https://soundcloud.com/dylanconnormusic
https://soundcloud.com/dylanconnormusic
https://dylanconnor.bandcamp.com/
https://dylanconnor.bandcamp.com/
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